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Heightened Vigilance 
Suspected Contaminated Drugs 

 

 
The Oxfordshire Public Health Drug and Alcohol Team are issuing a red alert for the 
workforce to inform service users of the following: - 
 

• Be extra cautious when buying from an unknown source 

• Try small dosing/testing the drug first before using the whole amount 

• Try to avoid using alone 

• If someone collapses, call 999 immediately and stay with them 

• Tell your worker immediately of any unusual symptoms 

• Mixing drugs and alcohol is potentially fatal 

• If using opioids, keep your naloxone with you and let people know you have it 
(naloxone is available from Turning Point hubs) 

 
Some signs of a suspected opioid overdose are pinpoint pupils, blue or purple 
lips/fingernails, no response to touch or sounds, slow or no breathing, and gasping or 
gulping sounds.  
 
If you suspect someone may be experiencing an opioid overdose, use naloxone if 
you have it. Follow the dosing instructions on the naloxone pack and use it all if 
necessary.  Call 999. You may save someone’s life. 
 

People requiring support for drug and alcohol use can contact or be referred 
to Turning Point, 0300 0134 776  

 
 

We will update this bulletin if we receive further information in connection to this 
alert. 

 

 
Oxfordshire Public Health Drug and Alcohol Team have received reports of 
suspected contaminated drugs in Oxfordshire. 
 
Reports have been received that some supplies of illicit non-opioid drugs have 
been contaminated with synthetic opioids.  
 
Synthetic opioids have high risk of accidental overdose, especially where the 
person using them is unaware of any opioid content. 
 
 
 


